ANNUAL MEETING OF LAXTON PARISH COUNCIL
7:15pm 19 May 2015

PRESENT:  Councillors Collins (in the Chair), Yarrow, Bray, Collins, Moore, Sweeting and Newton.
Ward Councillor: Councillor Aitken

Clerk:  Alan Bravey

The Parish Council met at Victory Hall, Laxton.

76/15
ELECTION OF CHAIR – Resolved – That Councillor Yarrow should be appointed Chair of the Parish Council until the Annual Meeting in May 2016.

Councillor Yarrow thereupon took the chair.

77/15
VOTE OF THANKS – Resolved - That the Council record its sincere appreciation to Councillor Collins for his leadership and services to the residents of Laxton during a long and successful period as Chair of the Council.
78/15
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS – There were no declarations.
79/15
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR – Resolved – That Councillor Bray should be appointed Vice-Chair of the Parish Council until the Annual Meeting in May 2016.

80/15
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 28 April 2015 should be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
81/15
DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE – It was noted that all Declarations of Acceptance of Office had been signed and submitted to the Clerk.
82/15
APPOINTMENT TO THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – Resolved – That Councillors Moore, Sweeting and Bray should be appointed to the Personnel Committee.

83/15
APPOINTMENT TO THE SIXPENNY WOOD FARM COMMUNITY BENEFIT MEETING – Resolved – That Councillor Moore should be appointed to the Sixpenny Wood Farm Community Benefit Meeting.

84/15
APPOINTMENT TO SALTMARSHE AND LAXTON CHARITY – Resolved - That Councillor Yarrow should be appointed to the Saltmarshe and Laxton Charity.

85/15
APPOINTMENT TO LAXTON VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE - 
It was noted that the Parish Council did not have a seat on the Village Hall Committee.
86/15
APPOINTMENT TO THE LAXTON ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE – Resolved – That Councillors Yarrow and Sweeting should be appointed to the Laxton Allotments Committee.  

87/15
CLERK’S UPDATE ON MATTERS ARISING – The Clerk reported that East Riding of Yorkshire Council had identified a number of faults on a gully on St Peters Lane and were planning to repair.  Humberside Police had advised that the Parish Council did not need to inform them of the whereabouts of the homeless person discussed at the last meeting.  An application had been submitted to BT to adopt the phone kiosk, which BT had put out to public consultation.  The neighbour dispute discussed at the last meeting had been referred to the Housing Department.  The slippage on Easington Drain had been reported to the Drainage Board, who would address later in the year.  The Parish Council’s website, Facebook and Twitter accounts were now live.  East Riding of Yorkshire Council had agreed to write to Scotts regarding traffic issues, and had acknowledged ownership of the Oak Tree by the allotments.      
88/15
WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE – Councillor Aitken advised that she, Councillor Wilkinson and Councillor Bayram had been elected unopposed to the Howdenshire Ward and were all accessible to support Parish Councillors.  The Ward Councillors intended to rotate attendance around the Parish Council meetings.  A key priority for the Ward Councillors was to work with MP David Davis and landowners over development of flood defences in the area.  Cllr Aitken had been appointed to the Children and Young People sub-committee and reminded the Council of the Golden Number 01482 395500 that could be used to report any concerns about the wellbeing of children and young people.  Councillor Wilkinson had been appointed Vice-Chair of the Western Area Planning Sub-Committee.  Councillor Aitken reported that she had raised the issue of traffic issues at Howdendyke to the ERYC Director of Planning and Economic Regeneration, who had agreed to look into the issue.  
Councillor Aitken left the meeting at this point.
89/15
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – There were no members of the public present.
90/15
CORRESPONDENCE - Resolved – that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:
· East Riding of Yorkshire Council

· Anti-Social Behaviour Update

· Minutes from Community Partnerships Meeting

· Notice of Approval of erection of triple garage by Mr Windsor, Smithy House, Front Street, Laxton
· Parish News 
· Cancellation of Howdenshire Community Partnership Meeting – 7pm, 20 May, Howden School 

· Planning Enforcement – Update on Old Smithy ERNLLCA Monthly Newsletter

· Humberside Police Newsletter

· Mr Coombes – Notice to relinquish half an allotment plot

· Network Rail – Reply to letter regarding crossing failure

91/15
PLANNING - There were no planning applications received. 

92/15
EMERGENCY PLANNING – The Clerk reported that Laxton Parish Council had been awarded £2998 from the East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s Local Grant Fund for the purchase of emergency planning equipment.  Resolved – That Councillor Bray would act as local co-ordinator to receive delivery of the emergency planning items.
93/15
HIGHWAY ISSUES – Councillors discussed the poor state of some roads in the Parish.  Resolved – that the Clerk would report New Road, Fox Lane and Chapel Lane to East Riding of Yorkshire Council.
94/15
FLY TIPPING AT THE BONFIRE SITE – Councillor Bray reported that two fence panels were tipped at the site, but that generally there had been no problems since the site was cleared.  Resolved – That the situation would be monitored. 
95/15
ALLOTMENT REQUESTS –Resolved – That a tenancy request and a request to keep chickens on the allotment should be approved.
96/15
INTERNET AND EXTERNAL AUDITS – The Clerk reported that the Internal Audit of the Parish Council’s accounts and practises had been concluded with no issues raised.  Resolved – (a) that the internal audit report should be noted and (b) that the Chair should sign the governance statement of the External Audit report on behalf of the Parish Council.  
97/15
APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk reported that Mr Carlill, had been paid £259.99 for a Rotivator and Strimmer, as agreed at the last meeting, minute reference 70/15.  

Resolved – that cheques should be signed to pay the following accounts:

· Clerk Salary





£89.69

· HMRC (Clerk PAYE)




£59.60

· Rackhams Accountants – Internal Audit 

£150.00

· ERNLLCA – Copy “Local Councils Explained”
£53.79
98/15
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS AND ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA – Resolved – a) That the Parish Council would meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month b) that Siting of Noticeboards and Benches, Parish Defibrillator, Bins and Parish Newsletter would be added to the next agenda.
SIGNED:







DATE:
17

