LAXTON PARISH COUNCIL
26 January 2016

PRESENT:  Councillors Yarrow (in the Chair), Bray, Collins, Newton, Moore and Sweeting.
Ward Councillors:  Councillor Bayram

Clerk:  Alan Bravey

The Parish Council met at Victory Hall, Laxton.

1/16
MINUTES – Resolved - That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 24th November 2015 should be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
2/16
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS – There were no declarations. 
3/16 
WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE - Councillor Bayram reported that the Planning Application 15/0317/VAR, Old Vicarage, Laxton was due to be considered at the Western Area Planning Sub Committee on the 2nd February.  Councillor Bayram briefed the Council on issues at Everthorpe prison.
4/16
CORRESPONDENCE - Resolved – (a) that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:
i. Blacktoft Parish Council, Invite to participate in youth project

ii. Humberside Police, Update on Community Policing in the Area

iii. Environment Agency, Humber Newsletter

iv. ERNLLCA, December  and January Newsletter

v. ERNLLCA, Confirming Parish Council awarded £595.98 from the Government’s transparency fund 
vi. Humberside Police - December and January Newsletter

vii. Humberside Police - Advising that crime rate in Laxton did not warrant CCTV cameras
viii. Two Ridings Community Foundation - Advising the grant fund bid of £2580 for the defibrillator project was successful.
ix. ERYC, Request to promote Connect to Support website

x. ERYC, Parish News - December and January 

xi. ERYC, Promoting Neighbourhood Watch Groups

xii. ERYC, Funding available for Neighbourhood Planning 

xiii. ERYC, Request for nominations to ERYC Chairman’s Awards

xiv. ERYC, Invite to Flood Liaison Group, 10 June 2016
(b) that residents be consulted through social media on the need for youth activities, (c) that the Connect to Support website be promoted through the website (d) that an article on Neighbourhood Watch be added to the next newsletter and (e) that the defibrillator fundraisers be nominated for a Chairman’s award. 
5/16
PLANNING MATTERS – Resolved – that the Clerk should advise East Riding of Yorkshire Council that the Parish Council had no objections to the 15/03943/VAR Manor Farm Bungalow Station Road Laxton, request to vary planning conditions, but that it would like to see an agricultural condition to ensure that a farm building should be retained with the farm land.
6/16
TRANSPORT SURVEY - It was noted that there had been a couple of replies to the survey.  

7/16
QUEENS’ 90th BIRTHDAY - The Parish had been invited to light its beacon on the 21st April to celebrate the Queens 90th birthday.  The Parish Council considered the merits of taking part, as well as the health and safety challenges of holding an event on the cross roads near the beacon cross roads.  

Resolved – (a) that the Cllr Collins would ask the Village Hall Committee whether it would want to participate (b) the clerk would ask the Bricklayers’ Arms and (c) request a copy of Foggathorpe’s beacon risk assessment.  
8/16
NOMINATION TO LAXTON AND SALTMARSHE CHARITY – Resolved – that Councillor Yarrow would be re-appointed at the Council’s representative on the charity. 
9/16
COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR UPDATE – The Community Heartbeat Trust defibrillator training had been well attended and well received.  A number of the residents taking part had volunteered to be part of the Village Emergency Telephone System.  The meeting agreed that the VETS system was important to ensure defibrillator coverage at Metham and Cotness.     

Resolved – (a) that all volunteers should be signed up to a VETS rota (b) the volunteers should be ask to carry out weekly checks of the defibrillators (c) the Clerk would request costs for VETS promotional materials such as fridge magnets and telephone stickers.
10/16
PARISH COUNCIL PROJECTOR– East Riding of Yorkshire Council had provided the Parish Council with a projector so that it could view planning applications electronically during meetings.  The Council discussed potential additional uses for the projector.


Resolved - that the projector would be made available to the Village Hall Committee so that it could be hired out for room bookings if required.  
11/16
COTNESS PUMPING STATION - The Clerk gave an update on the Cotness Pumping Station provided by the Ouse and Humber Drainage Board.  The Board had engaged a preferred contractor, but needed to generate 10% efficiency savings in the flood defence grant and so they were carrying out a value engineering exercise.  It was hoped that works would start in Summer.  

Resolved - (a) that the Parish Council would write to the Board to express its disappointment that the project had not yet been started and (b) that a representative from the Board should be invited to the next meeting to discuss further.  
12/16
YORKSHIRE WATER REPAIRS, BACK STREET - Councillor Collins advised that Yorkshire Water had carried out a CCTV inspection and discovered a split sewerage pipe on Back Street.  Whilst excavating holes to repair the pipe, Yorkshire Water had also discovered a split surface water pipe.  Unfortunately, they had not reported the repair to East Riding of Yorkshire Council.  It was also noted that the drains near to Church Close had not yet been cleared by the riparian owner.

Resolved - (a) that the Parish Council should report the split pipe to East Riding of Yorkshire Council and (b) that a follow up letter should be sent to the riparian owner of the drain near to Church Close.

13/16
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN - The Community Emergency Plan had been updated to reflect the new equipment and supplies and the availability of the VETS volunteers.  It was noted that the VETS number would be added to when the scheme was launched.  Councillor Sweeting reported that her rechargeable torch, which had been issued for used in an emergency, was no longer working.

Resolved - (a) that the updates be noted (b) that Councillor Sweeting’s contact details should be updated (c) that the Clerk should write to all farmers listed in the document to check they were happy to be part of the plan (d) that a redacted version of the plan should be produced for the Parish Website and (e) that the Clerk should obtain quotes for replacing the existing rechargeable torches.

14/16
BUDGET 2016/17 - The Parish Council discussed the draft budget for 2016/17.  It was noted that an increase in tax base would result in a slight increase in precept received, even though precept paid by residents would be kept at the 2015/16 level.  The Public Works Loan Board had provided figures for overpayment of the loan, but penalty charges would not make this cost effective.  Councillor Moore advised that the Personnel Committee recommended allocating £140 to the training budget from the Transparency Funding, including a £100 working from home allowance for the Clerk.
Resolved - (a) that the Budget should be approved, subject to adding £140 to the training budget and a £100 working home allowance and (b) that the Clerk should submit a precept demand to East Riding of Yorkshire Council for £7,209.93.
15/16
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT - Resolved – that the following accounts should be approved for payment:

i. Clerk Salary - January - £82.61

ii. PAYE - £55.20 

iii. Zurich Insurance Cover 2016 - £251.85 

iv. Clerk - Reimbursement for cost of Printer - £171.37 

v. Clerk - Reimbursement for cost of Laptop - £369.98 

vi. W Bray and Sons - Reimbursement for cost of Petrol for Community Emergency Equipment - £16.69193/15


16/16
AGENDA ITEMS FOR 23 FEBRUARY MEETING - It was agreed to contact the resident who had expressed an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor to ask whether he would like to be considered for co-option at the next meeting.  It was also agreed to discuss the dead Willow Tree that could fall into the drain Church Farm.
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