LAXTON PARISH COUNCIL
7.00pm 7 December 2022
PRESENT:  Councillors Goulden (Chair), Collins, Sweeting and Watson.  
Apologies were received from Councillor Huntley.  

Clerk:  Alan Bravey.  
The meeting was held at Laxton Victory Hall.

142/2 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS – There were no declarations of interest.
143/22
 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 2nd November 2022 should be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

144/22
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – There were no members of the public present.  
145/22
 ACTION LOG UPDATE – ERYC had advised that the signs on Back Street had been delayed, but would be installed by end of year.   The Clerk agreed to advise the residents who had queried the process.  
146/22  WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE – There was no update.  
147/22
 PARISH COUNCILLOR UPDATE – Councillor Watson reported that recent Whatsapp messages had been unfairly critical of Councillor Goulden.  He made a statement of support for her actions, and a vote of confidence in her continuing in the position of Chair of the Parish Council.  This was supported by all Councillors present.   

148/22
 CORRESPONDENCE – Resolved – (a) that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:

i. ERNLLCA, Newsletter

ii. Humberside Police, Newsletter
iii. ERYC, Red Cross Local Coordination Service 
iv. ERNLLCA, Pay Award Confirmed for 2022/23
v. Network Rail, Feedback on Barrier Repair and Crossing Delays  

vi. ERYC, Confirmation of Grant Award

vii. Resident, Damaged Curb on Church Close

b) that it be noted that the Council was not aware of any residents that would benefit from the Red Cross Local Coordination Service, but that it should be advertised on the Council’s social media.
149/22 ERECTION OF TWO STOREY EXTENSION TO SIDE FOLLOWING DEMOLITION OF EXISTING ATTACHED GARAGE, 26 BACK STREET – Resolved – That the Parish Council had no objections to the application.
150/22 – PARISH COUNCIL GRANT POLICY – The Parish Council grant policy had been updated following ERNLCCA guidance and circulated for comment.  It was agreed to review at the next meeting.

151/22 LAXTON PARISH COUNCIL LOGO – Further to previous Parish Council discussions, a concept design for the Parish Council logo had been drafted as a basis for commissioning a graphic designer to produce a final version.  The overall concept was agreed, and it was noted that the final design should be a simple line drawing of just the key features.  Councillor Sweeting advised that a local resident may be interested in doing the work.

Resolved – Councillor Sweeting would make contact with a local resident who may be interested in producing a logo based on the concept design.  
152/22 VILLAGE PLANTERS – Councillor Huntley had identified suitable locations for two planters in Laxton and one in Saltmarshe, but had found no obvious locations in Metham and Cotness that would not run the risk of being damaged by agricultural machinery.  The notice on Whatsapp had resulted in two volunteers to maintain planters in Laxton.

Resolved – i) That 2 planters would be installed by the village entry signs in Laxton in 2023 in Laxton, because residents had volunteered to maintain them ii) planters would be installed in Saltmarshe, Metham and Cotness if residents came forward to maintain, and a suitable location could be agreed iii) that the decision on planters should be shared in the next newsletter and iv) a local garden centre should be approached for sponsorship opportunities.  
153/22 ALLOTMENT FENCES – Repairs were required to the fence to the East end of the allotments, but this could only take place when the existing fruit trees had been cut back.  Tenants had asked for a fence between the allotments and the allotments gardens.  A quote had been received to supply and erect, which ranged between £695 and £925 and to supply materials only, which ranged between £395 and £625.  

Resolved – That the requirement for a fence should be raised at the next meeting of the allotment committee and a recommendation made to a later Parish Council meeting. 
154/22 LAXTON CINEMA GRANT – Resolved – that the clerk should be delegated approval to incur expenditure as outlined in the grant award documentation.  
155/22 NEWSLETTER ITEMS – Resolved – that the next newsletter should promote the Laxton Cinema event, the Church Carol event, village planters and details of the precept.  
156/22 2023/24 BUDGET AND PRECEPT - Resolved – i) that despite the inflationary increases in 2022/23 the Parish Council recognised that cost of living crisis and agreed that there should be no increase to precept ii) that the proposed budget was agreed and iii) the precept for 2023/24 should be set at £7709, with the remaining balance to be drawn from reserves.  
140/22
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – Resolved – a) that the Parish Council should note the payments made since the last meeting:

i. G Laxton Victory Hall, Bonfire Grant, £250

ii. Community Heartbeat Trust, Ongoing Maintenance Contract, £302.40

iii. Clerk, Aug / Sept / October Salary, £302.40

iv. Zurich, Insurance Premium, £257.60

v. Public Works Loan, Loan, £1570.72

vi. HMRC, PAYE – July / August / September, £195.20

vii. Clerk, Photobook, £35.56

viii. Clerk, Noticeboard Magnets, £4.81

and approve the following accounts for payment: 

i. HMRC,  PAYE - £66.40

ii. Clerk – Salary - £100.32
141/22
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING – Resolved – that the next meeting would be at 7pm on the 25th January 2023 
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