LAXTON PARISH COUNCIL
7pm, 22 November 2023
PRESENT:  Councillors Goulden (Chair), Collins, Huntley, S Yarrow, M Yarrow and Watson.
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Sweeting

There was one member of the public who attended the Crime Reduction Talk from Humberside Police.  The talk finished at 8:05pm and the Parish Council meeting was then held.  

Clerk:  Alan Bravey
Crime Safety Talk

The Parish Council had requested PCSO Kerry Jones attend a public forum to provide crime safety advice to residents following concerns raised during a spate of Nottingham Knockers.  PCSO Jones provided reassurance that Laxton was a low crime area, and any steps take on household safety should be proportionate to the risk.  
Most burglaries are opportunistic, and her advice was to take sensible steps to reduce vulnerabilities, for example, locking doors even when at home, keeping back doors locked to avoid a distraction burglary whilst the resident is engaged at the front door, and fit window locks, especially easy to access areas.  Don’t hide keys under mats or flower pots, use purpose built key safes instead.  Fit letter boxes with cages.  Consider “dusk till dawn” outdoor lighting, rather than movement detectors.  Consider the security of passageways around your home and think about gates and high fencing.  Think about what you leave out in the garden that could be either be stolen or used to access your home – ladders, tools etc.  There is a database of Police approved security products at https://www.securedbydesign.com/.   Most burglaries happen when a property is empty, so make sure you cancel your milk when you’re on holiday, and perhaps ask a friend to collect your post.  Avoid drawing curtains during the day if you’re away.  Gadgets and valuables can be registered at www.immobilise.com, which can help locate goods if they are stolen.  

Genuine callers to your home will have identification, and you should feel free to ask to see it and check it.  Many utility providers operate a password scheme if you ask.  You shouldn’t let people in your home if you’re not sure about their identity.  Be on your guard for rogue traders who are pushy, want you to sign up on the spot or ask for money in advance or offer to take you to the bank to withdraw cash.   Always look to get three quotes in writing. 
Nottingham Knockers are door-to-door salesmen who sell household products. They are usually young men who are dropped off early in the morning in a particular location by a large van and are then transported around that area throughout the day.  They are known to be aggressive and sell goods at inflated prices to vulnerable people.   Although the experience may be unpleasant, they are generally not acting as scouts for later burglaries.  Cold calling is not permitted in Laxton because we are in a cold calling zone.  If this was not the case then cold callers would need a “Peddlers Certificate” to lawfully sell.  If you don’t want to buy anything from the cold caller. advise them this is a “No Cold Calling Neighbourhood” and ask to see their Peddlers Certificate.

89/23
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS – There were no declarations.
90/23
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 4 October 2023 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
91/23
PUBLIC PARICIPATION- There were no members of the public present. 

92/23 ACTION LOG UPDATE – ERYC were due to hold an update meeting on the footbridge at Cotness Corner this week.  ERYC had carried out a speed survey on Chapel Lane, Laxton in July and the findings were that:  1) The 85th percentile speed of two way traffic was recorded to be 34.6mph 2) the percentage of those offending was 12.76% of motorists 3) the road scores as low under ERYC’s Speed Limit Policy because the speed data shows speeding is low and the road has an excellent road safety record.  The Parish Council was eligible to hire a Speed Indicator Device to highlight speed to passing drivers and to request inclusion in the Community Speed Watch Programme.  The speed indicator device cost £500 for a month’s hire, and the road safety officer advised it had only a short term affect on changing driver behaviour.  It was agreed to ask residents again if they would like to volunteer to take part in the speed watch programme, although it was noted there had not been sufficient volunteers after previous requests.  Councillor Goulden advised that there should be an outcome issued shortly from the Goole Windfarm Quick Fix Fund for the planter request that had been submitted in March 2023.  The meeting discussed correspondence with the Village Hall regarding the change in constitution and it was agreed that the Clerk would arrange a meeting with the VH to discuss further. 
93/23 WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE – There was no Ward Councillor update. 
94/23 PARISH COUNILLOR UPDATE ​– Councillor Huntley advised that there had been frustration about the amount of time the Saltmarshe railway station crossing barriers remained lowered.  This was often 10-15 minutes at a time, and the crossing seemed only to be raised when a called was made using the station phone.  Network Rail had written to the Parish Council advising that delays had been caused by weather and rail contamination meaning that signalling was not working correctly.  This means trains had to operate more slowly, at a reduced frequency, and that the amount of time that the barriers were closed was increased.  The Parish Council had also heard from local engineers that there were problems with Saltmarshe Bridge, and that manually intervention was required from Gilberdyke to Goole.  It was agreed that the Clerk would ask Ward Councillors to raise through the MPs office. 
95/23 CORRESPONDENCE – Resolved – (a) that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:
i. ERYC, Webinar Devolution Webinar 

ii. ERYC, Safeguarding Advice: Children and Young People

iii. PWLB, Village Hall Loan Statement

iv. ERYC, Notice of Dismissal of Planning Appeal against Enforcement Notice at Land South of 6 St Peters Lane, Laxton, 

v. ERYC, Webinar on ER Design Code Briefing 

vi. HWRCC, East Riding Household Support Fund for Oil Customers

vii. ERYC, Street Lighting Costs for 23/24 

viii. Smile Foundation, Digital Grants Launched 

ix. Laxton Victory Hall, Bonfire Grant Application

x. ERYC, East Riding Climate Plan Survey 

xi. ERYC, Storm Ciaran Updates

xii. ERNLLCA, October Newsletter

xiii. ERYC, ASB Six Monthly Statistics
xiv. Laxton Victory Hall, Bonfire Clearance Arrangements 

xv. NALC – Local Authority Pay Settlement for 22/23 agreed

b) that it be noted that the Devolution Deal had been announced by the Government and would be considered by ERYC and HCC at special Council meetings on the 21 December and c) that correspondence had been received requesting that the footpath on St Peter’s Lane be restored to a width of 1200mm, which had been passed to ERYC for comment.
96/23 D-DAY COMMEMORATION EVENT 6th JUNE – The 6th June marks the 80th Anniversary for D-Day.  Villages, towns, cities and organisations of all sizes had been asked to mark the anniversary by lighting a beacon at 21:45, and holding an event to commemorate the occasion.  The Parish Council discussed a 1940’s themed event, with a bring your own picnic and perhaps with old photographs, exhibits and vehicles.
Resolved – a) the Clerk would i) ask whether the Beacon could be lit at 21:45 on the 6th June ii) ask the Village Hall Committee / Church if they had any plans to commemorate the event iii) fix up a sub-committee in January for anyone interested in getting involved in preparations b) Councillor Mr Yarrow agreed to investigate the availability of D-Day commemorative coins.
97/23 GRANT REQUEST FROM LAXTON VICTORY HALL – Laxton Victory Hall had submitted the usual grant request for a contribution towards the Bonfire Event.  It was noted that the grant request had been submitted after the event, which was outside of the Parish Council’s grant policy, although it was recognised that there was uncertainty about whether the event would proceed.  It was agreed to raise a motion at the next Parish Council meeting for the Parish Council to contribute £250 to the event each year without the submission of a grant application, on the basis that the money should be returned if it was not used for that purpose.

88/23 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – Resolved – i) that it be noted that the following accounts had been paid by bank transfer:  

a) Clerk, 2022/23 Pay Award Back Dated, £313.92
b) Public Works Loan Board - £1570.27Clerk – Hedgehog Highway, Flowers and Phone Box Dehumidifiers – £206.46
c) George Hall, Jubilee Gardens Maintenance  - £120
and ii) that the following accounts be approved for payment:

d) HMRC, PAYE, £132.80
e) Alan Bravey, Salary November and December  -£200.64
SIGNED:







DATE:
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